
in Art and Culture
Initiatives

a conference in New York City

THURSDAY, APRIL 12 – FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2018

Gold Vortex, Virtues, 
and Values

G
ul

lg
ra

ve
r 

18
50

 C
al

ifo
rn

ia
. P

ho
to

: L
. C

. M
cC

lu
re

. I
n:

 B
rin

kl
ey

, D
ou

gl
as

. 
H

is
to

ry
 o

f 
th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

. N
ew

 Y
or

k:
 V

ik
in

g 
Pe

ng
ui

n,
 1

99
8.

De Vroomen, The Moon and the Stars, repoussé 
brooch featuring enamel by Jane Short, 
cabochon moonstone, and diamond. 
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Patricia Madeja’s Desk. Photo: Steph Mantis.

BOHEMIAN NATIONAL HALL, NEW YORK CITY



We live in an Age of Uncertainty. 
But just the most recent: 
uncertainty is a defining 
characteristic of the human 
condition, a perverse constant in 
everything we experience as we 
teeter at the edge of the vortex. 
Which brings us to gold, another 
constant, one that never dulls and 
which, perhaps counter-intuitively, 
continuously evolves.

Initiatives in Art and Culture (IAC)’s 
Gold Conference explores the 
totality of this powerful and 
fascinating metal. We start with 
value, how that value reflects gold’s place as a repository of our hopes and fears and, more 
practically, how market value is established and assured. We also consider value-added, 
specifically by the extraordinary jewelers, goldsmiths, craftsmen, and artisans who transform 
elemental gold into jewelry. 

Other topics to be explored include responsible and ethical business practices across the 
worldwide supply chain and new trends in jewelry manufacturing and technology. The 
importance of education, apprenticeship, and the preservation of traditional artisanal skills are 
central to our discussion. New frontiers in sales and marketing, social media, and government 
and legal affairs are considered. 

IAC’s Gold Conference annually brings together representatives from all communities and 
disciplines to engage in a multi-faceted exploration of the power and meaning of gold.

Richline and Signet are Lead Sponsors at the Patron Level. 
Riva Precision is a sponsor at the Partner Level. 
Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks and Hoover & Strong are sponsors at the Donor Level. 
Au Enterprises and Diamond Manufacturers & Importers of America (DMIA) are sponsors at the Supporter Level. 
ANZA Gems is the sponsor of the champagne reception for the evening, “Celebration of Women in the 
Jewelry World.”  
Society of North American Goldsmiths is a media sponsor.

Gold Vortex, Virtues, 
and Values
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Thursday, April 12, 2018

Formal sessions take place at Bohemian National Hall, 321 E 73rd St, New York, NY 10021  
(between First and Second Avenues).

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Registration and coffee

9:00 – 9:15 a.m. Opening remarks. Mark Hanna.

9:15 – 9:25 a.m. Introduction. Lisa Koenigsberg. 

9:25 – 10:05 a.m.  Valuing Gold in an Age of   
 Uncertainty: Anatomy of an Asset. 
 Jeffrey M. Christian.  

10:10 – 11:10 a.m.  Washington Update.  
 Linus Drogs, Mark Hanna, Elizabeth   
 Orlando, Tiffany Stevens, Susan Thea Posnock; Peggy Jo Donahue, moderator. 

11:10 – 11:30 a.m.  Break

11:30 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.  Digital Dimensions: Technology in Transforming Behavior. Andrea Hill. 

12:15 – 1:00 p.m.  Crafting the Exquisite: The Archeology of Creativity.  
 Alexandra Mor in conversation with Brandee Dallow. 

1:00 – 2:15 p.m.  Lunch (on your own)  
   and book-signings 

2:15 – 3:15 p.m.  Sustainable Beauty: The Pursuit  
   of Ethical Jewelry. Blair Lauren Brown,  
   Nina Farran, Robert Goodman, Stewart   
   Grice, Monica Stephenson, Wing Yau;   
   Christina Miller, moderator. 

3:15 – 3:30 p.m.  Break

3:30 – 4:00 p.m.  Optimizing Consumer Experience: Technological Approaches  
 to Personalization. Jean-Jacques Grimaud. 

4:05 – 5:05 p.m.  Blockchain Technology Is Here.  
 Mark Hanna, Marla Beck Hedworth, Catherine Malkova. 

5:15 – 8:00 p.m.  Celebrating Women in the Jewelry World 

 5:15 – 6:15 p.m.  Champagne reception 
6:15 – 6:30 p.m  Opening remarks. Lisa Koenigsberg and Ronnie Vanderlinden. 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  A Rising Tide: Women and the Jewelry Industry.  
   Wendy Brandes, Brandee Dallow, Jenny Luker and Barbara   
   Palumbo; Hedda Schupak, moderator. 

Gold bars.

Photo: Courtesy, ANZA Gems.

Blair Lauren Brown, Patti, 2.5 mm brilliantly cut, 
ethically mined diamonds, 22 – 24 kt gold nuggets.



Friday, April 13, 2018

Formal sessions take place at Bohemian National Hall, 321 E 73rd St, New York, NY 10021  
(between First and Second Avenues).

9:00 – 9:40 a.m. Moda Operandi: A New Business 
Model for Jewelry.  
Deborah Nicodemus in conversation with 
Mickey Alam Khan.

9:45 – 10:45 a.m. Full Steam Ahead: The Journey 
Towards Ethical Sourcing, 
Transparency, and Responsible 
Practice. David Bouffard, Aimée 
Boulanger, Tiguidanke Camara,  
Elizabeth Orlando, Tiffany Stevens;  
Rob Bates, moderator.

10:45 – 11:00 a.m. Break and book signings

11:00 – 11:55 a.m.  Collaboration and Innovation: The 
Work of Leo and Ginnie de 
Vroomen. Leo and Ginnie de Vroomen. 

12:00 – 12:45 p.m.  Artistry and Variety:  
The Glories of Enamel.  
Jane Short. 

12:45 – 2:00 p.m.  Lunch (on your own)  
and book signings 

2:00 – 2:55 p.m.  Casting: Transforming the World.  
 A Conversation. Lin Stanionis,  
 Jen Townsend, Renée Zettle–Sterling. 

3:00 – 3:55 p.m.  Industrial Revolution 4.0: Cultivating  
 and Perpetuating Old World Skills.  
 Ann Cahoon, Ted Doudak, Patricia Madeja,  
 Rich Youmans, Katrin Zimmermann;  
 Andrea Hill, moderator.

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Who’s Got the Power? Influencers,  
 Ethics, and the Regulation of Social  
 Media. Wendy Brandes, Barbara Palumbo,  
 Monica Stephenson, Sara Yood;  
 Peggy Jo Donahue, moderator.

Lin Stanionis, Awakening, 2011, 18 kt gold, 
sterling, garnets, enamel, snake skeleton,  
4” x 3” x 0.5”. Collection: Jon Blumb.

Alexandra Mor, Ring, orange spessartite 
garnet with gold filigree and tagua seed.

Photo: Courtesy, RIVA Precision.



Presenters

Lisa Koenigsberg, conference director and President and founder, 
Initiatives in Art and Culture; formerly, she served as Advisor to the 
Dean for Arts Initiatives, and Director, Programs in the Arts and 
adjunct professor of arts, NYU School of Continuing and Professional 
Studies. She also established the series of conferences which 
explores fashion, materials, and process. Former positions include: 
Assistant Director for Project Funding, Museum of the City of New 
York; Executive Assistant, Office of the President, American Museum 
of Natural History; architectural historian, New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission; and guest curator, Worcester Art Museum 
and Yale University Art Gallery. Her writings have appeared in books, 
journals, and magazines, and in Trendvision’s Trendbook 2018, and 
she has organized symposia and special sessions at universities, 
museums, and professional organizations throughout the US and 
abroad. She holds graduate degrees from The Johns Hopkins 
University and from Yale University from which she received her 
PhD.

Rob Bates, Senior Editor, JCK; Bates has written about the diamond 
and jewelry industries for nearly 20 years, for the Rapaport Diamond 
Report, National Jeweler and, for the last 15 years, as senior editor 
of JCK. His responsibilities include reporting on the diamond industry 
and the high-volume retail sector and helping compile JCK’s daily 
e-newsletter. His blog, Cutting Remarks, has won two Jesse H. Neal 
awards from American Business Media, as well as an award for best 
B-to-B Blog at the Media Industry Newsletter’s 2012 Best of the 
Web awards. His JCK articles have won five Eddies from Folio 
magazine, as well as the American Gem Society’s prestigious Triple 
Zero award and the 2016 Jewelers of America Gem Award for 
Excellence in Media. He has been quoted as an industry authority in 
The New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, and on National Public 
Radio.

David Bouffard, Signet Vice President, Corporate Affairs, Signet 
Jewelers where he began his tenure 35 years ago. Bouffard is 
responsible for the company’s Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Sustainability initiatives, managing Signet’s international 
government and industry relationships, and overseeing Signet’s 
strategic corporate communications planning and corporate giving. 
Company spokesperson since 2004, Bouffard has served as its voice 
on social responsibility and other corporate matters. Bouffard has 
played leading roles in jewelry industry organizations such as JA and 
the Responsible Jewellery Council and serves on the World Diamond 
Council Kimberley Process Task Force. In 2015, Jewelers Vigilance 
Committee (JVC) honored Bouffard with the Stanley Schechter 
Award for his leadership abilities, integrity, and passion to elevate 
the reputation and success of the jewelry community in the US and 
around the world.

Aimée Boulanger, Coordinator, Initiative for Responsible Mining 
Assurance (www.responsiblemining.net), a broad-based effort to 
create a standard for socially and environmentally responsible 
mining around the globe (a parallel to the Forest Stewardship 
Council and Marine Stewardship Council). She previously served as 
coordinator for the Western Mining Action Network (www.wman-
info.org), an association of more than 100 community-based groups 
across the US and Canada working to reduce the negative impacts 
of industrial-scale mining in their home communities. Boulanger has 
been Program Director, Institute for Children’s Environmental Health 
and Executive Director, Women’s Voices for the Earth, both national 
organizations reducing environmental links to human illness. Over 
the last two decades, her work has focused on environmental health, 
women’s leadership, and resource extraction issues. She specializes in 
communications among diverse networks of scientists, researchers, 
healthcare professionals, nonprofit advocates, businesses, 
government agencies, and citizens striving toward common goals.

Wendy Brandes, jewelry designer; her 18 kt gold signature line—
inspired by the true stories of powerful women—is known for its 
fierce designs, attention to detail, and “covert luxury,” including 
hidden gems and surprising mechanical elements. Supermodel 
Christy Turlington captured the spirit of the collection when she 
called Brandes’s Empress Wu dragon ring “a bit scary, but really a 
cool piece of art.” Brandes’s designs have been featured in 
publications such as The New York Times, InStyle, ELLE, W Magazine, 
Paper, and British VOGUE, and spotted on celebrities including 
Rihanna, model Bella Hadid, Britney Spears, and Grammy-nominated 
singer/songwriter Skylar Grey. Brandes received the Women’s Jewelry 
Association (WJA)’s Award for Excellence in Design (2017) and 
Fashion Group International’s Rising Star Award for fine jewelry 
(2012), and her work has also been recognized in the American Gem 
Trade Association Spectrum Awards, JCK’s Jeweler’s Choice Awards, 
the InDesign Awards, and the American Jewelry Design Council New 

Talent Competition. Brandes led the luxury goods industry into social 
media when she launched her blog in 2007, and the playfulness she 
displays online is also seen in her “punk platinum” and silver emoji 
lines. Before becoming a designer, Brandes spent over a decade as a 
journalist at The Wall Street Journal, CNN and People magazine. She 
received her BA in English from Columbia University.

Blair Lauren Brown, jewelry designer; Brown carries on her 112-
year family tradition of handcrafted fine jewelry, working with 
ethically sourced materials, raw uncut diamonds, and pure 24 kt gold 
nuggets. All of the pieces are handmade in the US and locally 
produced in New York. This emphasis on sourcing allows a unique 
story to be told with every piece. Driven by a deep appreciation for 
nature and a commitment to sustainability, for Blair Lauren Brown, 
preservation is paramount. The refined gold and sterling silver used 
are certified recycled precious metals, and all the stones are 
responsibly sourced and conflict free. Personally active in all 
campaigns supported by her business, Blair uses her company and 
her position as a platform for awareness and community building 
and as a structural support to host and facilitate events in support 
of ethical causes on a larger scale. 

Ann Cahoon, Department Head, Jewelry Making and Repair, North 
Bennet Street School (NBSS) in Boston, Massachusetts. A graduate 
of NBSS, Cahoon has a BFA in Metalsmithing and Jewelry and 
Ceramics from the Maine College of Art. In addition to teaching, 
Cahoon continues to design and work at the bench with a focus on 
hand fabrication. She works on one-of-a-kind and limited 
production jewelry as a principal goldsmith and designer at Flying 
Marquis Studio in Leominster, MA. A finalist in the gold and 
platinum category of the 2010 Saul Bell Awards and the first 
recipient of The Santa Fe Symposium® Myth Busters Award (2014), 
Cahoon also writes, lectures, and judges for the Manufacturing 
Jewelers and Suppliers of America (MJSA) and Jewelry Artist. She is 
the technical co-editor of the MJSA book Secret Shop Weapons and 
is featured in an instructional DVD produced by Lapidary Journal.

Tiguidanke Camara, Chairman and CEO, Tigui Mining Group (TMG) 
and Camara Diamond & Gold Trading Network (CDGTN); a Guinean 
native, former model, and a member of International Women in 
Mining, Camara is one of the youngest women mining executives 
and one of the few women mine owners in Africa. Her background 
as an entrepreneur is key to her creation of a conglomerate of 
natural resource and innovative technology companies. Camara’s 
mineral resource companies specialize in Africa, with emphasis on 
West Africa, in keeping with her belief that the mineral resources 
industry is a main driver of economic development. Camara furthers 
her ambitious projects through strategic partnerships and alliances, 
levering her relationships with communities, governments, and 
investors to promote sustainable business ventures and the next 
generation of women in the mining industry. A guest speaker at 
events such as Africa Mining Summit and the New York Forum for 
Africa, she has appeared on the cover of Forbes Afrique, Mining 
Decisions and Mining CSI, and has been featured in AFP, Madame 
Figaro, Jeune Afrique, Paris Match, Huffington Post, on CNN, and on 
CNBC Africa. Recognized by Jeune Afrique as one of 50 Most 
Influential African Business Women (2017) and by Amazons Watch 
Magazine as one of Africa’s Top 25 Distinguished Women in Business 
Excellence (2017), she was inducted into the Global Women Leaders 
Hall of Fame by the Centre For Economic and Leadership 
Development (2016) and named Woman of the Year in Mining by 
New African Women magazine (2016). Since 2016, Camara has 
represented Guinea as a WEDO World Ambassador for Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Day.

Jeffrey M. Christian, founder and Managing Director, CPM Group, 
a commodities market research, consulting, financial advisory, and 
asset management firm he founded in 1986 following a 
management buy-out of Goldman, Sachs & Co.’s commodity 
research group; Christian has advised the World Bank, United 
Nations, the International Monetary Fund, and numerous 
governments as well as large corporations, institutional investors, 
and high net worth individuals.

Brandee Dallow, founder and President, Fine Girl Luxury Brand 
Building & Communications. an award-winning, marketing, 
branding, and communications consultant specializing in the luxury 
goods and fine jewelry sectors; Dallow was previously Director, 
North America Representative Office – Diamonds Sales and 
Marketing, Rio Tinto. Prior to joining Rio Tinto, she was Vice 
President of Marketing & Communications, Julius Klein Group, a 
world-renowned diamond manufacturer where she held the 
distinction of being that company’s first female executive. She 



entered the international jewelry industry in 1999 when she 
joined the public relations group at J Walter Thompson which 
serviced De Beers’ Diamond Trading Company. Dallow is 
immediate past president of the international board of the WJA 
from which she received the Award for Excellence in Marketing & 
Communications (2009) and is a member of the 24 Karat Club of 
the City of New York. She has provided voiceovers for numerous 
documentaries and commercials and was an on-air reporter and 
news anchor in both television and radio.

Peggy Jo Donahue, owner, Peggy Jo Donahue, Writer. Donahue 
works with clients both in and outside the jewelry and gemstone 
industries. She previously worked as director of the MJSA 
Education Foundation, and as public affairs director for both 
MJSA and JA. She was editor-in-chief of both Professional Jeweler 
and JCK magazines, where she earned two Neal Awards from 
American Business Media for her reporting on legal and crime 
issues. Donahue is as well the author of five books. Her 
professional service includes: member, Advisory Group for the 
Diamond Development Initiative (DDI); member, Advisory Council 
for Ethical Metalsmiths; member, WJA International Board 
(communications chair). She also serves as a job coach at 
Gemological Institute of America (GIA) career fairs.

Ted Doudak, founder and CEO, Riva Precision Manufacturing 
Inc., a state-of-the-art, high-tech manufacturing plant in the 
heart of Brooklyn. Vertically integrated, RIVA offers a full jewelry 
contracting service under one roof, from product development, 
rapid prototyping, CNC/CAD–CAM, traditional jewelry making, 
diamond setting, enameling, chain-making, stamping, casting, 
plating, laser engraving, and mass finishing. RIVA consistently 
upgrades its technology to best serve its clients; its work truly 
fuses engineering and art.

Linus Drogs, owner and President, Au Enterprises; a nationally 
respected casting professional with over 33 years of experience 
in the field, Drogs founded Au Enterprises in 1987 and has built 
it into a leading short-run full-service private label 
manufacturer. A participant in The Santa Fe Symposium for 21 
consecutive years, he has been named an Ambassador for the 
event. Drogs is frequently called upon to lecture and lead 
workshops on a variety of challenging industry topics as well as 
write and contribute to technical articles for jewelry trade 
magazines. He consults for Norilsk Nickel Mining in Russia with 
Palladium Global Marketing to expand palladium as a jewelry 
metal.

Robert Goodman, co-founder and co-owner, Robert Goodman 
Jewelers in Zionsville, Indiana; an Indiana native and graduate 
of Indiana University, Goodman has spent 42 years in the 
jewelry business beginning with his tenure as the third 
generation in his family’s firm, Goodman Jewelers, which 
comprised 11 stores in Indianapolis malls, in smaller Indiana 
towns, and in St. Louis, MO. Core to his business philosophy is 
an enduring commitment to sustainability and responsible 
sourcing, and to the proposition that every customer is 
important, and that understanding the customer’s needs is 
primary. A member of the Zionsville Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, Goodman serves on the Zionsville’s Economic 
Development Commission and Anti-Discrimination Commission 
and participates in the working group that developed the 2012 
economic development strategic plan for Zionsville.

Stewart Grice, Vice President, Mill Products, Hoover & Strong; 
he holds a Higher Diploma in Physics, a degree in Materials 
Science, and a masters in Metallurgy & Materials. A fellow of the 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining, and a chartered 
engineer with the Engineering Council of Great Britain, he 
co-authored the precious metals chapter in the ASM 
International Metals Handbook on Metallurgy and 
Microstructures, and has published in Gold Technology and 
other trade journals and magazines. He has presented 10 papers 
at The Santa Fe Symposium on jewelry manufacturing 
technology, co-authored eight papers, and received seven 
industry awards. A two-time presenter at the MJSA “Great Minds 
of Jewelry” seminars, Grice has over 20 years’ experience in the 
jewelry industry, working in alloy and process design, technical 
support, and production management. He also has six years’ 
experience in industrial ceramic research. He has been a member 
of numerous councils and committees within the jewelry 
industry. 

Jean-Jacques Grimaud, Director, Sales, SolidWorks SELL, 
Dassault Systèmes which he joined in 2007; prior to that, he was 
VP Business Development, Seemage, a software company focused 
on visualization. He has an extensive knowledge of software and 

technology, experience in managing international teams of up to 
450 people, and has had substantial direct P&L responsibility. He is 
the inventor or co-inventor on 18 US patents and received an 
Emmy Award for work done by the Lagardère Group on 
augmented reality in television broadcast. He has an MS in Applied 
Mathematics (OR) from Stanford University.

Mark Hanna, Chief Marketing Officer, Richline Group, Inc., a 
Berkshire Hathaway Company; during Hanna’s 45 years in the 
jewelry industry, he has had experience in all facets of 
management, manufacturing, marketing, sales, and corporate 
responsibility. He was honored as one of the US’s top 200 CMOs 
and with the CMO Club’s Highest Award for Corporate Social 
Responsibility.

Marla Beck Hedworth, Member, Business Development and 
Innovations Team with a focus on UL’s services for the Jewelry, 
Precious Metals and Gemological Industries, UL. In her current 
role at UL, Marla works directly with clients, industry partners and 
stakeholders to develop customized, innovation solutions within 
responsible sourcing, supply chain transparency and overall 
quality assurance. She brings over 17 years of professional 
experience within the jewelry industry in sales, operations, 
gemology, manufacturing and technical production with 
companies such as the North American Watch Company (Movado 
Group), Lux Bond & Green and jewelry designers including Alex 
Sepkus and Paul Morelli. Marla earned her Graduate Gemologist 
title from the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) in residence 
at the New York Campus and has a business degree from Johnson 
and Wales University in Providence Rhode Island.

Andrea Hill, owner, Hill Management Group, LLC, with the brands 
StrategyWerx, MentorWerx, and WerxMarketing; providing 
strategy consulting, professional development, branding, and 
marketing services to small and mid-sized businesses. She has 32 
years’ professional experience as the CEO and president of start-
up through mid-sized companies, and she has demonstrated serial 
success in leading companies through rapid and profitable 
growth. Her experience spans multiple industries as the CEO of 
Rio Grande Jewelry Supply, the president of international clothing 
manufacturer and direct marketer Fulcrum Direct/After the Stork, 
president of marketing services firm Anthill Marketing, and a 
founding senior executive of Playboy’s direct marketing catalog 
operations in music and video. With a deep background in 
marketing technology and data, Hill uses proprietary processes for 
strategic planning, branding and marketing strategy, operations 
improvement and management, and human resources strategy. 
Hill is also very active in political and social causes related to 
diversity and equality, women’s rights, and women’s health.

Mickey Alam Khan, founder and Editor-in-Chief, Luxury Daily, 
the world’s leading luxury business publication. He was also 
founder/Editor-in-Chief of Mobile Marketer and Mobile 
Commerce Daily, leading publications in the mobile space. He was 
previously editor-in-chief of eMarketer and DM News and, prior 
to those stints, a correspondent for Advertising Age. He is based 
in New York.

Jenny Luker, President, Platinum Guild International USA. In this 
role, she is responsible for the strategic development of the 
platinum jewelry industry in the US. With over twenty years’ 
experience working with jewelry designers, manufacturers and 
retailers, Luker leads her team in creating marketing and trade 
programs to promote awareness and education for consumers 
and the jewelry industry. She holds a BA from the University of 
Oklahoma and an MA from California State University at 
Fullerton, both in Sociology. She is deeply involved with the 
jewelry industry, serving as President, WJA; Executive Board 
member, JVC; board member, Jewelers for Children; committee 
member for the GEM Awards; and member of the 24 Karat Club 
of the City of New York.

Patricia Madeja, studio jeweler, goldsmith, and educator; after 
receiving her BFA with an emphasis in jewelry from Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn in 1985, Madeja established her studio in 
1989 on Long Island. She designs and produces limited edition 
collections and one-of-a-kind pieces in sterling, and 14 and 18 
kt gold. Inspired by geometric forms and architecture, she 
devises and fabricates mechanisms that enable motion in her 
elegantly playful designs. As an emerging studio jeweler in the 
late 1980s, Madeja joined Robert Lee Morris, where she worked 
her way up to design assistant. She has received an American 
Vision Award, the American Jewelry Design Council Award, a 
NICHE award, and a Saul Bell Design Award, and her work has 



Presenters

been featured in periodicals and books including Adorn, 500 
Necklaces: Contemporary Interpretations of a Timeless Form, Art 
Jewelry Today, American Couture Jewelry, and The New Jewelers. 
Madeja’s work has been featured in national and international 
exhibitions and she shows regularly in the ACC, PMA Fine Craft, 
and Smithsonian Craft shows. In 1998, she was invited to teach in 
the jewelry program at Pratt Institute where, in 2006, was 
appointed jewelry coordinator, in 2011 was awarded a full-time 
academic appointment, in 2016 was made full professor, and in 
2017 was granted tenure. She has crafted a program at Pratt that 
provides future jewelers and metalsmiths with an understanding of 
an increasingly complex market place, while grounding students in 
theory and studio practice.

Christina Miller, independent consultant working to inspire and 
mentor bold social and environmental leadership in jewelry and 
the arts; Miller is Co-Founder and former executive director of 
Ethical Metalsmiths (EM), a non-profit advocacy organization 
founded in 2004 that strives to increase responsibility in the 
jewelry industry. In 2013 EM successfully introduced FAIRMINED 
gold to the US in collaboration with 23 independent jewelers and 
Hoover & Strong. Prior to assuming the directorship of EM, Miller 
was an assistant professor of jewelry and metalsmithing at 
Millersville University in Pennsylvania, from which she had 
received her BFA prior to receiving an MFA from East Carolina 
University.

Alexandra Mor, haute joaillerie designer; the superior 
craftsmanship of her limited-edition and one-of-a-kind Signature 
Collection, as well as her bespoke work, showcase an attention to 
detail and personal design sensibility typically found amongst 
Place Vendôme jewelers. The Alexandra Mor collection is 
handcrafted by master artisans in New York using diamonds and 
selected, fine-quality colored gemstones, set in platinum and 18 kt 
gold AM logo gallery. Always drawn to the creative realm, Mor 
launched her first collection in December 2010 at New York’s 
Phillips de Pury. A decade later, her unique aesthetic is coveted 
among jewelry collectors in the US and internationally, and seen 
worn on the red carpet by Oprah, Olivia Palermo, Kate Winslet, 
Naomi Campbell, Lupita Nyong’o, Mila Kunis, Demi Moore, Emily 
Mortimer, Brooke Shields, and Naomi Watts, among others. Mor 
creates her work at her design offices in New York City’s famed 
Diamond District. She recently traveled in Asia and lived in Bali, 
Indonesia, where she was inspired to create the first-of-its-kind, 
sustainable Tagua Seed fine jewelry collection.

Deborah Nicodemus, CEO, Moda Operandi, where she oversees 
business strategy and overall operations; Nicodemus has 
extensive merchandising and brand management experience 
across several international luxury brands. Most recently, she 
served as chief merchandising and marketing officer at leading 
North American fine jewelry brand Maison Birks while 
previously she held executive roles within LVMH at Donna 
Karan and DFS Group.

Elizabeth Orlando, Economic Officer, Bureau of Economic 
Affairs, Office of Threat Finance and Countermeasures, US 
Department of State; Orlando joined the State Department 
Foreign Service in 1992 and now oversees implementation of 
the Kimberley Process and Dodd Frank Act on Conflict Minerals 
while also covering artisanal mining issues. The recipient of a 
BA from Mount Vernon College (now George Washington 
University), she holds a JD from the University of Akron School 
of Law and a certificate in the National Environmental Policy 
Act from Duke University. After three years at a private law firm 
and as a mediator for the City of Akron, OH, Orlando was a 
court advocate for victims of violence in New York before 
joining the Department of State. A Tex Harris Awardee for 
Constructive Dissent (2004) and the recipient of the Secretary 
of State Outstanding Overseas Volunteer Award (2013), Orlando 
has lived in Frankfurt, Germany; Bangkok, Thailand; Helsinki, 
Finland; and Abuja, Nigeria, and has traveled to over 170 
countries. Her writings have appeared in The Washington Times, 
European Stars and Stripes, and Connection Magazine, and her 
book, A Field of Flowers: Poems and Essays from a Diplomat: 
Poems and Essays from a Diplomat’s Journeys was published in 
2003. Active in Toastmasters International, she has twice 
earned the Distinguished Toastmaster Award. The founder of 
five Toastmasters clubs—including three in Abuja, Nigeria—
Orlando has worked with thousands of youths and adults on 
business etiquette, public speaking, negotiation, and leadership 
in programs with the Hispanic College Fund, the National 
Hispana Leadership Institute, Latinas Learning to Lead, the Girl 
Scouts of Washington, Today’s Teachers–Tomorrow’s Leaders, 
and the YMCA.

Barbara Palumbo, founder, Adornmentality.com; freelance 
editorial writer, jewelry industry veteran, speaker, and social media 
personality, Palumbo writes the popular and humorous online 
jewelry publication, Adornmentality.com, and in 2016 launched a 
female-friendly watch publication entitled WhatsOnHerWrist.com. 
With a background in wholesale and retail jewelry sales, 
manufacturing, and marketing, she has written for a variety of 
trade magazines over her 21 years in the jewelry industry. 
Palumbo states that her strong suit is her ability to tell a written 
story in her own voice without hesitation or fear of retribution.

Susan Thea Posnock, Director of Public Affairs and Education, 
JA; through JA Public Affairs, she works on issues related to 
responsible business practices in the jewelry supply chain, from 
mine to retail, as well as legislative and legal issues and policies 
that impact the jewelry industry. Posnock also oversees JA’s 
education department which provides a gateway to higher 
learning and career development. Education includes seminars, 
professional certification, and discounts and scholarships on 
leading industry education. Posnock has more than 20 years’ 
experience in journalism and public affairs. Prior to joining JA, she 
worked as senior editor for National Jeweler magazine where she 
covered the international diamond and jewelry industries.

Hedda Schupak, Editor, The Centurion Newsletter; while 
examining the trends, nuances, and dynamics of the luxury jewelry 
market for the weekly e-newsletter and webzine serving the high 
end of the jewelry industry, Schupak also serves as a market 
analyst, consultant, and speaker on the industry at large. Prior to 
joining the Centurion team, Hedda was the editor-in-chief of JCK 
magazine. She spent over 10 years as director of JCK’s fashion and 
luxury publications before taking over editorial management of the 
entire JCK Publishing Group. Under her leadership, the Group won 
multiple awards for excellence in journalism and consistently 
ranked #1 in readership studies. A member of the board of the 
Diamond Empowerment Fund and of the 24 Karat Club of the City 
of New York, she was a 20-year member of the WJA national 
board of directors. She was named one of Pennsylvania’s Best 50 
Women in Business in 2003. In 2004 she was named the Trade 
Press Editor of the Year by the Jewelry Information Center, and in 
2006, she was inducted into the WJA Hall of Fame.

Jane Short, enameller; her individually designed pieces, often 
made to commission, might be richly colored or make more subtle 
use of the wide range of colors available to the enameller, and are 
a painterly and evocative exploration of color and imagery. Trained 
in the 1970s in Jewellery Design at the Central School of Art and 
Design, and in Silversmithing at the Royal College of Art, Short has 
work in several collections including those of the V & A, the 
Fitzwilliam and Ashmolean Museums, the Queen’s Collection, and 
the Goldsmiths’ Company. Although working mainly to her own 
designs, she also collaborates with other silversmiths and 
goldsmiths to interpret their color designs into enamel. Among the 
honors and awards she has received are: the Jacques Cartier 
Award; her MBE for services to the Craft of Enamelling; Liveryman 
of the Goldsmiths’ Company. Additionally, she is a member of the 
Contemporary British Silversmiths, the Hand Engravers Association, 
the British Society of Enamellers, and the Guild of Enamellers.

Lin Stanionis, metalsmith; with an MFA from Indiana University 
(1981) and a BA from Iowa State University (1976), in 1985, she 
established a design studio where she produced and marketed 
specialty functional objects for the table. Prior to joining the 
faculty at the University of Kansas in 1994, she held appointments 
at Rochester Institute of Technology, Miami University of Ohio, and 
the University of North Texas. Referencing ritual and ceremonial 
objects, her jewelry and hollowware employ symbolic language to 
explore notions of transcendence, interchange, and desire. The 
subject of a feature article in Metalsmith magazine and included 
in the permanent collection of the Indiana University Fine Art 
Museum, her work has been shown in over 100 national and 
international exhibitions at museums among them Fuller Craft 
Museum; Museum of Art and Design, New York; the Shipley Art 
Gallery, Gateshead, England, and in a traveling exhibition that 
opened at the SIERRAD International Jewellery Art Fair in 
Amsterdam. A frequent lecturer and workshop leader at 
universities and arts institutions, she was a visiting scholar at 
Silipakorn University in Bangkok, Thailand where she researched 
Thai metalworking techniques. She has also worked extensively in 
China as a visiting scholar and research advisor at Shenzhen 
Polytechnic University. 



Active in the metalsmithing profession, she 
has served on the board of the Society of 
North American Goldsmiths (SNAG) and on 
the adjudicating panel for the  
Kansas Arts Commission.

Monica Stephenson, founder, idazzle; a 
writer, jewelry expert, and entrepreneur 
with over 20 years’ experience in the 
jewelry industry, and certificates from 
GIA, Stephenson has poured her passion 
for the stories of artisan jewelry, 
designers, and trends into the jewelry 
blog, idazzle.com since 2008. She is 
active in the industry as a board member 
of the WJA and Ethical Metalsmiths and 
is a frequent speaker on social media and 
responsible sourcing. A particular 
fascination with gemstones and East 
Africa led to the founding of ANZA Gems 
in 2015, and her adventures as the 
“accidental gem dealer” lead her all over 
the globe; she can be followed on social media at @idazzle or 
@anzagems.

Tiffany Stevens, President and CEO, JVC; she began her career as an 
attorney at Paul Hastings LLP, later moving to an inhouse role at an 
investment bank and then a business role at a startup. She has held 
leadership positions at nonprofits and foundations dedicated to 
public health, the environment, education, and the arts, and is an 
active board member at several not-for-profit organizations. Stevens 
is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma and NYU School of Law 
and resides in Brooklyn, NY.

Jen Townsend, jeweler and co-author, Cast: Art and Objects Made 
Using Humanity’s Most Transformational Process (with R. Zettle-
Sterling, 2017); Townsend, who has been making jewelry since she 
was 13 years old, earned an MFA in Jewelry and Metalsmithing from 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale, where she studied under 
Richard Mawdsley. For 15 years, she has run a successful jewelry 
studio, focusing on bespoke pieces for clients. She has taught 
throughout the United States, including at Millersville University, the 
metal studio at Dartmouth College, the Penland School of Crafts, 
and the Mendocino Art Center, among others. In addition, her work 
can be seen in Metalsmith magazine, Narrative Jewelry: Tales from 
the Toolbox, Showcase: 500 Art Necklaces, and in Art Jewelry Today 
2. Her work has been shown at The Orkney Museum in Scotland, 
Shanghai Design Week, and is in the permanent collection of the 
Imperial War Museum London.

Ronnie Vanderlinden, President, Diamex Inc; he began his career 
in the diamond industry working as a diamond sawyer in 1977, 
broadening his training by joining a privately held firm in New York 
in 1980; after almost 10 years of increasing responsibility, he 
founded his own business in 1990. Well known for his knowledge 
of both rough and polished diamonds, he now travels extensively 
in the US, the Far East, Canada, and Eastern and Western Europe to 
purchase diamonds as well as consult with key industry leaders. 
Deeply involved in all aspects of the industry, he holds positions in 
national and international organizations, among them Diamond 
Manufacturers & Importers Association of America and the United 
States Jewelry Council (of which he is president), the International 
Diamond Manufacturers Association (of which he is president as 
well). He also serves on the boards of the 24 Karat Club of the City 
of New York and the 47th Street Business Improvement District 
and is Treasurer of the World Diamond Council. 

Sara Yood, Senior Counsel, JVC, is an attorney admitted in the state 
of New York with extensive experience in intellectual property law. 
Yood’s responsibilities at JVC include trademark monitoring, 
trademark litigation, advertising monitoring, creating legal 
compliance tools and publications, and general legal support. She 
has developed an additional expertise in US and international laws 
concerning the importation and exportation of animal materials used 
in jewelry and has authored multiple JVC publications illustrating the 
laws surrounding the jewelry industry. Yood came to JVC from a 
fellowship at the Fashion Law Institute at Fordham University School 
of Law. During law school at Fordham, Yood served as symposium 
editor on the editorial board of the Fordham Intellectual Property, 
Media & Entertainment Law Journal, and as treasurer of the Media & 
Entertainment Law Society. She also held several prior positions in the 
private sector focused on intellectual property in the music, 
publishing, and technology industries. Yood is a sought-after speaker 
in the jewelry industry, presenting on topics such as intellectual 
property law, advertising law, laws 

Leo and Ginnie de Vroomen; the Dutch 
goldsmith and his artist/designer wife are 
world-renowned for their bold and colorful 
jewelry. Following an apprenticeship in the 
Netherlands and qualifying as Master 
Goldsmith in Switzerland, Leo moved to 
London in 1965. He met his future wife 
Ginnie while lecturing at Central School of 
Art and Design where she was a student. 
Ginnie, having gained her diploma and then 
a postgraduate teaching certificate from 
University College London, combined 
teaching art with designing jewelry. They set 
up their company, De Vroomen Design Ltd, 
in 1976 and rapidly gained a reputation for 
exciting creativity, combined with superb 
craftsmanship. Their jewelry has garnered 
many prizes throughout the world, among 
them The Diamonds International Award in 
1974 and 1986. The Goldsmiths’ Company 
in London has honored their partnership 

with retrospectives in 1991 and 2017. The latter, which included 
Ginnie’s paintings and celebrated their 50th anniversary, was 
accompanied by a landmark book on their work, DE VROOMEN. The 
De Vroomen boutique in Belgravia continues to feature dramatic 
designs using the ancient technique of repoussé, alongside vividly 
enameled pieces combined with unusual gemstones. governing 
import/export and use of animal products in jewelry, employment 
law, and the compliant use of diamond grading reports in selling 
jewelry. She has been a featured speaker at JCK Las Vegas, AGTA 
Tucson, JANY, RJO, the North & South Carolina Jewelers Association 
annual meeting, the Texas Jewelers Association Convention, FedEx 
New York headquarters, the United States Import–Export Council, 
the Manhattan GIA Alumni Association, SmartShow Chicago, the 
Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT), and at Fordham University 
School of Law.

Rich Youmans, Chief Communications Officer, MJSA, the trade 
alliance that for more than 100 years has been dedicated to 
professional excellence in jewelry making and design. Youmans is also 
the publisher of the association’s award-winning monthly magazine, 
MJSA Journal, and serves on the board of trustees of the MJSA 
Education Foundation.

Renée Zettle–Sterling, metalsmith and co-author, Cast: Art and 
Objects Made Using Humanity’s Most Transformational Process (with 
J. Townsend, 2017). She was introduced to casting in high school at 
the prestigious Governor’s School for the Arts and at Carnegie Mellon’s 
Pre-College Summer Art Program. She studied fibers and papermaking 
at Indiana University where she cast using paper pulp, but her real 
passion for casting was ignited in graduate school, when she earned 
an MFA in sculpture/installation and an MA in jewelry/metalsmithing 
at the Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. In her studio practice, she 
casts and fabricates in a wide range of materials. She has exhibited 
and curated both nationally and internationally, including in New York, 
Tokyo, and Art Prize in her local community of Grand Rapids, MI. In 
service to her field, Renée served as president of SNAG. She is also a 
tenured professor at Grand Valley State University where she has 
taught for 17 years.

Katrin Zimmermann, jewelry designer and founder, Ex Ovo (1992); a 
native of Germany, Zimmermann studied and traveled extensively 
throughout Europe and Asia before setting up her studio in Harlem. 
Educated in Switzerland, England, China, and the US, she graduated 
first from the School of African and Oriental Studies (SOAS London) 
with a degree in Chinese and Art History, then studied jewelry design 
at FIT. Her inspiration ranges from Richard Serra and Alexander Calder 
to Japanese Zen art. The focus of her design aesthetic is reduction to 
capture the essence of a stone, an organic shape, or the inherent 
qualities of a material, and singularity through simplicity. Crafted of 
sterling silver and acrylic, Zimmermann’s art jewelry is architectural, 
minimalist, innovative, and modern. In each unique, crafted piece, 
Zimmermann fuses traditional handcrafting methods with state-of-
the-art industrial manufacturing, bridging the divide between manus 
and machine. A professor at New York’s Pratt Institute and a member 
of the CFDA, Zimmermann has shown her collection at Mercedes 
Benz Fashion Week in New York, The Museum of Arts and Design, 
and the Smithsonian Institution. Her work is sold at many modern 
art and design museums in the US and Europe and has been called 
“some of the most provocative contemporary couture jewelry 
around” by Time Out New York.

Katrin Zimmermann, AN4 African Neck  
12 Lines, sterling silver with gold.
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City ___________________________________________________State _______ Zip_________

Affiliation ______________________________________________________________________

Day-time phone _________________________________________________________________________

E-mail address __________________________________________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT

 Payment is enclosed (check or money order made payable to Initiatives in Art and Culture), or

 I authorize you to charge my credit card  ____________________________________________
 Signature

 Visa®  American Express®  Mastercard®  Discover®

Card number  ___________________________________________________________________

Expires  _________________________Billing zip code  __________________________________

Single-day registration options available; please send inquiries to: 
info@artinitiatives.com or call (646) 485-1952.

Registration
Registration confirmations are sent via email.

To register on-line: 
iacgold2018.eventbrite.com

By e-mail: Fill in the registration form and send to:  
info@artinitiatives.com.

By phone: Using American Express®, Visa® Card,  
Discover®, or MasterCard®, call (646) 485-1952.

Fee: The conference fee is $350 with single-day 
registration options available; for information call  
(646) 485-1952. Student rate $100 (with ID). To receive 
a discounted rate, you must provide proof of status.

Withdrawal and refunds: Notice of withdrawal must 
be made in writing to: Initiatives in Art and Culture, 
333 East 57th Street, Suite 13B, New York, NY 10022  
or to the Program Office via e-mail at  
info@artinitiatives.com. No refunds will be made 
after March 29, 2018.

Conference location: This conference and related 
events will take place at BOHEMIAN NATIONAL HALL.

Program subject to change.

CVC code

Please register me for GOLD: Vortex, Virtues, and Values. The conference 
fee is $350 with single-day registration options available. Please send 
inquiries to info@artinitiatives.com or call (646) 485-1952. Student rate 
$100 (with ID). 
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Jane Short, Millennium Dish, 1999, engraved with champlevé and basse-taille enamel; 
spun bowl section by Clive Burr, silversmith. Photo: © The Goldsmiths’ Company.


